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As one of his last acts Dbe-
fore resigning, Roger Hilsman,
dssistant secretary of statc for
Far Tastern affairs, urgently
ecommended that American
froops be stationed in Thailand
qlosc to the Laotian border.
His intention according to
Pentagon sources was 1o sliff-
bn badly sagging morale
hroughout Southcast Asia but
mast especially in South Viet
Nam, Thailand and Laos.

{tis in Laos that the situation
has deteriorated the most with
‘the Communist Viet Minh
roops — not native Pathet Lao
but troops directed and armed
by Hanoi — having driven this
month to within 15 miles of
the Laotian-Thailand border.
And the strange administra-
tion silence on this new and
Hangeross aggression in. Laos
has been inexplicable in light
of the fact that the Comimu-
Joists almost always take silence
a5 acyuicscence. History has re-
peated!y shown that if the free
world fails to make a public
Jtuss over Communist aggres-
sive ucts the Communists as-
sume-—sometimes alas rightly
J—that the free world doesn't
really carc. '

So the movement of troops.
in Thailand would have a psy-
chological as well as strategic
purpose — 10 show that the
United States was not indiffer-
eal to the most recent Com-
niunist ﬂrabs
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SO IFAR, Hilsman's recom- P
mendations, again by the Pen--

been blocked by high Defense

Department officiuls. This dis-
mays many high-ranking sol-

ariliar
with the crisis of morzic in

diers in the Pentegon 1

Hilsman that somcthing must
be done. Indeed, according 1o
White House sources. il 1y a0t
even sure ihat President John-
son has been deeply briefadon
the urgency — at the very least
— of some public wuraing to
Hanoi <bout  their drive

Thailand's border.

And this is a typical exam-
ple of how the recommenda-

tions of the official Tesponsi- I

ble for the area are side-
tracked, illustrating the
wations of being held publicly
accountable to the Uniied States
for events in Southeuast Asin
even though authority for di-
recting these cvenis s yeTy
linsited.

In short, the assistunt sec-
retary of stute for Fur Eusiern
affairs is often bum rupped
for policies over which he has
the most marginal control.
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Lodee went 1o Viet Nam
aithoui_uny_read knowledge of
e oroblemis_of modern day

odge.

NVici Nam und his {ree-wheel-

'm" wavs _proved roublesome

0 handle, FFor instance several

Times prior 1o (he Nov. T coup-
et bodge way insiructed
by_the Depurtinent ¢ of Defense
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ram wiii P esident
he replied in etfeet: "My pol-
v iy not o go 10 Diems

“that the war has been going

lone delayed in the tellina. but

there is no Jdoubt, for instance

that Henry Cabot Lodge, am-

bassador to Viet Nam. has

“in the process took

been yuite a cross not onlyv for

Hilsmap but also tor the seere-

lary of Ndefense, Robert

Me-

Wi, Whose prineipal reps
Gen.

Paul Harkins. hus been the ob-
)g(,[ of 1odge-inspired press
attacks,
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DING 10 a high ad-
ion source. Hilsmun

Cde enainies and trouble for

Fimsell muinly as a result of
his controversial — and per-
Faps exaggerated — role in in-
spiring the Nov. | coup and
bis subsequent attempis to ra-
tionalize it.

As this source put it: “Hils-
raun came a cropper because
he tried 1o rewriie history to
exoncrate his coup d'stat, bui
a stand
thut was in contradiction to the
available evidence.

“Hilsman tried to argue thal
the shock and chaos of the
cdup  dletat (including  the

wholesale purge of every ma--

jor official) was not responsi-
ble for the downturn in the

war but that the war had been
going badly all along.

“Certainly Diem and Nhu
colored some things their way.’
But these lies werc marginal
vis a vis the whole picture. 1f
the we-were-losing-all-the-
time theory was right, then
Diem and Nhu plaved thou-
sands of Americans for “fools,
not oniy Gen. Harkins, but See.
MeNamara, Gen. Taylor and,
a lot of competent foreign ob-
servers including Robert
Thompson of the British ad-
visory mission.

“None of these persons are
prepared to aceept the role
of fools — or the contention

badly all along. To this day,
it is the conviction’ of those
who have passed any lime at
the fronts in Vict Num that the
war was bemnning 0 be won
last summier and was set back
first by thc political warfare
waged by Washington 'aguinstt
Diem last fall and the chaos
brought by the November coup]

“In arguing that the war
never w ent well, Hilsman]

played right into the hand
of those who say ‘what’s thy’
g5¢. you can’t win.

“This argument is in con
tradiction to the fucts, 1t is bud
for Americun ‘morale. bad fo
Viemamese morale, and usefu
only to the defeatists. Hilsmag

asked 1o resign. But bis at
tempt to rewrite history ere

ated the kind of irritution ihy
made muny glad 10 see him gnx'-" )
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The underlined passage was omitted from the WASHINGTON STAR of February 28.
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